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Humility is variously seen as the act or posture of lowering
oneself in relation to others, or conversely, having a clear
perspective and respect for one's place in context. In a religious
context this can mean a recognition of self in relation to
a deity or deities, acceptance of one's defects, and submission
to divine graceas a member of an organized, hierarchical
religion. Absent a religious context humility can still take on a

moral and/or ethical dimension.’
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The emergence of increasingly unpredictable, uncertain, and
unquantifiable but possibly catastrophic risks such as those
associated with Genetically Modified Organisms, climate change
etc., has confronted societies with the need to develop a third,
anticipatory model to protect humans and the environment
against uncertain risks of human action: the Precautionary
Principle (PP). The emergence of the PP has marked a shift from
postdamage control (civil liability as a curative tool) to the level

of a pre-damage control (anticipatory measures) of risks.®
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In order to protect the environment, the precautionary approach
shall be widely applied by States according to their capabilities.
Where there are threats of serious or irreversible damage, lack of
full scientific certainty shall not be used as a reason for
postponing cost-effective measures to prevent environmental

degradation.”®
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